
The unofficial ‘Bonniface’ or ‘1st Pattern’ Badge 

 
The Royal Cypher between two kukris in saltire the blades upwards and inwards, all within a wreath 
of laurel there under a scroll inscribed “Gurkha Military Police” surmounted by St. Edwards crown 
between the blades. 

In the 2nd Quarter 1957 Royal Military Journal, Major B Bonniface TD RMP, published a short article in 
the RMP Journal describing the dress in the Gurkha Military Police (GMP).  In the article the cap badge 
worn by members of the GMP is the White Metal (WM) type shown by Hugh King  [vide KK2092] 
although King states incorrectly that it is for “British Officers' wear only”.  I say incorrectly, as the 
Kipling and King example is the silver chrome version, which Bonniface explains was worn by NCOs 
(both British and Nepalese) with Officers wearing a version which has a gilt crown and scroll, as shown 
here. 

While Bonniface states that the badge was designed by the then current Commanding Officer, this 
version has now become known to collectors universally as ‘the Bonniface badge’.  It is this style of 
badge that appears on the cover of the 1957 edition of the ‘The Kukri’, the Journal of the Brigade of 
Gurkhas, along with the other Brigade unit badges (and in the 17 Gurkha Infantry Division Provost 
Company journal notes - vide pp 103-105).  It also features on the 1958 and 1959 editions.  However, 
it appears that this cap badge was not recognised officially and on the 1st August 1957, in the PM(A)’s 
notes to the 3rd Quarter RMP Journal the following footnote was published: 

"DRESS IN THE GURKHA MILITARY POLICE: The Provost Marshal FARELF has pointed out that 
as the dress of the Gurkha Military Police described in Major Bonniface's article in the last issue 
of the Journal has not yet been officially approved, the article was premature and the dress 
therefore, as yet unauthorized". 
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