The Disputed Military Foot Police Cap Badge

As far as is known, this much copied die-cast bi metal badge, which started to appear in large
numbers on the Badge Collecting Market in the early 1960’s, was never taken into use.

In 1971, Lt Col N W Poulsom RMP theorised that the badge was designed during the short
reign of Edward VII to be worn in the Peaked Forage Cap that had been introduced in 1904,
the same year that the Broderick Cap was withdrawn from general wear. He adds that it may
have been the intention to have a similar badge for the Military Mounted Police (MMP) (1877-
1926) with the inscription on the scroll showing ‘MILITARY MOUNTED POLICE’, but this, as Lt
Col Poulsom admitted, was all guesswork. However, in 2011, a MMP bi-metal example sold
at the auctioneer Bosley's for £770.

While Kipling and King list a similar MFP cap badge in their seminal work, the example shown
is not bi-metal and is a single gilding metal version. Moreover, no mention is made by other
recognised authorities and there are no Corps records or contemporary photographs that
have been found to dater to suggest that the badge was ever taken into general use.



However, it is understood that the MFP badge shown in Kipling and King was used locally by
the Military Police detachment based at Shorncliffe, Kent, until the introduction of the EVIIR
cypher version was introduced in about 1904/05.

This example is stamped with the name of the well-known maker ‘J R Gaunt’ of London and
could have been made from an original Gaunt die or even fabricated from a die of the Royal
Dragoons bi-metal badge, which is the same in style and shape, albeit the scroll inscription
would need to be remade. No Sealed Pattern Number has been found to date.
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