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 A B C D E 

1 
Edward VII  
Gilt 
RH, R.H. 

 George V 
Gilt 
Mounted 

 George V 
Gilt 
RH, RH 

2 

 Queens 
Crown 
General 
Service 

 Kings 
Crown 
General 
Service 

 

3 

Edward VIII 
Gilt 
RH, R.H. 

 George VI 
Gilt 
RH, R.H. 

Kings 
Crown 
Service Cap 
Gilding 
Metal 

Elizabeth II 
Gilt 
RH, R.H. 

4 

Edward VIII 
Gilt 
RH, R.H. 

Edward VIII 
Indian 
General 
Service 

Edward VIII 
Guards 
Blazer 

Kings 
Crown 
General 
Service Cap 

Victorian 
Military 
Wardens 

5 

George VI Mounted  
Gilt Staff 

Kings Crown 
Small  
Plastic Veg. 

Kings Crown 
Large 
Plastic Veg. 

George VI 
Indian 
General 
Service 
Lapel 

George VI 
CMP, RMP, 
MPSC 
Large 

6 

George V 
Mounted  
Gilt Staff 

Kings Crown 
General 
Service  
Cap 

George VI 
Large 
Gilt Staff 

George VI 
Small 
Gilt Staff 

George VI 
Large 
Gilt Staff 

 
 RH, R.H. 

Royal 
Household 

   

7 

George VI 
CMP, RMP, MPSC 
Small 

George VI 
Cap 
White Metal 
Silver 

George VI 
CMP, RMP, 
MPSC 
Small 
Gilded Metal 
also in 
Chrome 

 George VI 
Small 
White Metal 
also in 
Chrome  
 

8 

Elizabeth II 
RMP Cap 
White Metal 

 George VI 
Small 
White Metal 

 George VI 
CMP, RMP, 
MPSC 
Cap style 
Silver 

9 
Elizabeth II 
RMP Cao 
Gilding Metal 

 Elizabeth II 
RMP Cap 
AA 

 Elizabeth II 
RMP Small 
AA 

10 

Elizabeth II 
MPSC  
Large 
AA 

 Elizabeth II 
MPSC  
Small 
AA 

 Elizabeth II 
MPSC Cap 
AA 



 







 
 
 
 

 

Button Sizes
Buttons came in three sizes, depending on the 
use and not all buttons were issued in the 
various sizes.

1.Large, 25mm. 40 Ligne.
2.Small l9mm. 24 Ligne.
3.Cap. l4mm. 22 Ligne

There were also different methods of 
manufacture, which were:

1.Flat (or One-Piece)
2.Curved
3.Convex
4.Half Ball
5.Bullet & Ball Buttons 1

Victorian Universal Pattern - Queen’s Crown 1871 to 1901
28th Aug 1871 Victorian Universal Pattern 
Button (General Service Button)

The Military Prison Wardens authorised to 
wear this button on 14th Nov 1871

This was followed by the General Service 
Button with Kings Crown 1901 - 1937

2

Military Provost Service Collector Notes
This was to change in 1871 to 1901 when the MPS Warders 

were allowed to wear the ‘Convex’ Victorian General 

Service (GS) button, a 25mm in diameter, with the Queens 

Royal Arms on a plain Field; this was to be used by most of 

the then Corps & Regiments. [This button was in yellow 

brass until 1881 when all military buttons and badges were 

made in Gilding metal.]

Denzil I Cowley



 
 
 

 
 

Victorian Universal Pattern - Queen’s Crown 1871 to 1901
28th Aug 1871 Victorian Universal Pattern 
Button (General Service Button)

The Military Prison Wardens authorised to 
wear this button on 14th Nov 1871

This was followed by the General Service 
Button with Kings Crown 1901 - 1937

3

Military Provost Service Collector Notes
This was to change in 1871 to 1901 when the MPS Warders 

were allowed to wear the ‘Convex’ Victorian General 

Service (GS) button, a 25mm in diameter, with the Queens 

Royal Arms on a plain Field; this was to be used by most of 

the then Corps & Regiments. [This button was in yellow 

brass until 1881 when all military buttons and badges were 

made in Gilding metal.]

Denzil I Cowley

Edward VII Senior Officers Colonel & Above 1901 to 1910
Gilt

4

Military Provost Service Collector Notes
In 1901 to 1910 a further button was introduced, no 
history has been found to imply that this was taken into 
use by the MPSC/CMP; it is recorded that the Garrison Staff 
(GS) wore this button and as the MPSC/CMP were at times 
controlled by the GS this may be where some confusion 
has originated from. The Edward VII gilding metal ‘convex’  
with ‘collapsible’  shank button has been identified in small 
and large sizes, this button has also been identified in ‘Gilt’ 
with mounted Cipher for Senior Staff Officers. No cap 
button in gilding metal has been identified so it is accepted 
that the GS cap button was used, there has been a cap 
button sized ‘Gilt’ button identified but the use may- have 
been worn as cuff or waistcoat buttons for the Royal 
Household and Mess Dress.

Denzil I Cowley



 
 

 

Edward VIII-ROYAL HOUSEHOLD 1936

Gilt

5

Military Provost Service Collector Notes
1936 to November 1936: Edward VIII. A single MPSC/CMP 
‘convex’ with ‘collapsible’  shank buttons has been 
identified, but; no history of it’s use has been found or 
identified. 

They have been further identified as Royal Household 
buttons these have been identified/found in gilding metal, 
the difference between the two: the ‘military’ button is ‘die 
folded’  to join the front to rear and cast Gilt ‘royal 
household’ button is ‘spun’  to join the front to rear. Both 
Corps’s buttons recorded as identical.

Denzil I Cowley

Edward VIII – (CMP / MPSC) Not in use 1936

Gilding Metal

6

Military Provost Service Collector Notes

1936 to November 1936: Edward VIII. A single MPSC/CMP 
‘convex’ with ‘collapsible’  shank buttons has been 
identified, but; no history of it’s use has been found or 
identified. 

They have been further identified as Royal Household 
buttons these have been identified/found in gilding metal, 
the difference between the two: the ‘military’ button is ‘die 
folded’  to join the front to rear and cast Gilt ‘royal 
household’ button is ‘spun’  to join the front to rear. Both 
Corps’s buttons recorded as identical.

Copy of button held in the MPSC Collection

Denzil I Cowley


